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Demonstrators and spectators gather around a toppled Confederate statue known as Silent Sam Monday at UNC-Chapel Hill. Republican 
political leaders and UNC system officials promised a full investigation into the toppling of the statue. 


Officials condemn ‘mob 
rule’ after fall of Silent Sam 


BY JANE STANCILL 
AND LYNN BONNER 
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CHAPEL HILL 

Republican political leaders 
and UNC system officials 
promised a full investigation 
into the toppling of the Silent 
Sam Confederate monument 
and called Monday night’s 
protest “mob rule” that won’t 
be tolerated. 

Others said the vandalism 
could have been avoided if 
university and political leaders 
had taken action. UNC’s stu- 
dent government officers 
praised the downing of Silent 
Sam, saying protesters took it 
upon themselves to erase what 
they called a symbol of the 
university’s history of white 
supremacy and bigotry. 

A joint statement from UNC 
Board of Governors Chairman 
Harry Smith and UNC system 


TRAVIS LONG tlong@newsobserver.com 


A protester is led away by police after the Confederate memorial 
known as Silent Sam was covered with banners Monday at the 
campus of UNC-Chapel Hill. Protesters later pulled down the 


controversial statue. 


President Margaret Spellings 
said they had conferred with 
UNC-Chapel Hill Chancellor 
Carol Folt and Trustee Chair- 


man Haywood Cochrane about 
next steps. 

“Campus leadership is in 
collaboration with campus 
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@ Pat McCrory compares vandals to Nazi 
book-burners. 4A 

@ Did the police let the statue be pulled 
down? 4A 

e Editorial: Students decided they had 
waited for change long enough. NA 


police, who are pulling together 
a timeline of the events, review- 
ing video evidence, and con- 
ducting interviews that will 
inform a full criminal investiga- 
tion,” Smith and Spellings said. 

“The safety and security of 
our students, faculty, and staff 
are paramount. And the actions 
last evening were unacceptable, 
dangerous, and incomprehen- 
sible,” the statement continued. 
“We are a nation of laws - and 
mob rule and the intentional 
destruction of public property 
will not be tolerated.” 

Late Tuesday, Smith, 


SEE SILENT SAM, 4A 


Cohen says 
he arranged 
payments 
to women 
at Trump’s 
direction 


BY WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM, 
MAGGIE HABERMAN, BEN PROTESS 
AND JIM RUTENBERG 


New York Times 


Michael Cohen, President 
Donald Trump’s former fixer, 
made the extraordinary admis- 
sion in court Tuesday that he 
had arranged payments to two 
women at Trump’s behest to 
secure their silence about affairs 
they said they had with him. 

Cohen acknowledged the 
illegal payments while pleading 
guilty to breaking campaign 
finance laws and other charges. 
He told a judge in U.S. District 
Court in Manhattan that the 
payments to the women were 
“at the direction of the candi- 
date” and “for the principal 
purpose of influencing the elec- 
tion” for president in 2016. 

Cohen also pleaded guilty to 
multiple counts of tax evasion 
and bank fraud, bringing to a 
close a monthslong investigation 
by Manhattan federal prosecutors 
who examined his personal busi- 
ness dealings and role in helping 
to arrange financial deals with 
women connected to Trump. 

The plea came shortly before 
another blow to the president: 
His former campaign manager, 
Paul Manafort, was convicted in 
his financial fraud trial in 
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Michael Cohen, former personal 
lawyer to President Donald 
Trump, leaves his apartment 
building in New York on Tuesday. 
Cohen’s guilty plea and his 
statements in court represent a 
pivotal moment in the 
investigation into the president. 


WBTV 


An alleged intruder was shot and killed at the American Beauty 


Garden Center on East Independence Boulevard early in the morning 


911 advised shop owner to wait 
for police before fatal shooting 


BY JANE WESTER 
Jwester@charlotteobserver.com 


A Charlotte business owner 
called 911 to say someone was 
breaking into his store - and the 
911 operator advised him not to 
approach the building until 


recordings released Tuesday by 
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Police Department. 

“We’ll see what happens 
when I get there,” Alan Brett 
Corder replied. 

When Corder arrived at the 
garden center on East Inde- 
pendence Boulevard, police say 


Anderson. Anderson was 
pronounced dead at the scene, 
early in the morning of Aug. 6. 

Corder was indicted by a 
grand jury Monday on a 
manslaughter charge. 

Five and a half minutes after 
the first call, Corder called 911 


on Aug. 6. The business owner was charged with manslaughter. police arrived, according to 911 he shot 20-year-old Justin Tyler SEE 911 TAPES, 2A 
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220 W. Plaza Dr. Mooresville, NC 28117 I-77 Exit 36. 
Send us an email with your vehicle information to buymycar@randymarion.com or call 704-235-6988 
to speak to one of our on site buying agents. 
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